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AN initiative to train villagers in how to prevent violent clashes between police and demonstrators has received positive response despite recent clashes in Malkiya, say organisers. Around 80 men and women have taken part in a series of workshops offering human rights training and explaining non-violent strategies that can diffuse potential conflicts.

The Bahrain Youth Society for Human Rights (BYSHR) has organised the initiative, understood to be the first of its kind in the Middle East.

Human rights activists have already trained young people during weekly workshops in Bani Jamra, Sanabis, Demistan, Bilad Al Qadeem and Sitra.

The next round of activities will involve football matches in several of the villages, which aim to attract youngsters who can be given information about the scheme.

BYSHR president Mohammed Al Maskati said the second phase of the drive will begin after Ramadan, when workshops will focus on human rights training and show movies about non-violence from around the world.

Mr Al Maskati is pleased with the enthusiasm of young to the scheme and said while it may not have prevented any riots so far, the message was being accepted.

“Some people say non violence is only for the government and not for us, but that is very wrong.”

He added while there was no workshop held in Malkiya - the scene of several riots in recent months - youngsters from the village had attended the training in Demistan.

Trouble flared in Malkiya last Sunday when a group of youths set fire to a watchtower and forcefully removed three out of 10 fish traps laid by a neighbouring landowner that allegedly blocked access to the beach.

They were said to be angry over Public Commission for the Protection of Marine Resources, Environment and Wildlife delays in removing the fish traps and relocating five to another area.

Northern Municipal Council member Ali Mansoor said the youths swam into the sea and started removing traps, while others set ablaze the landowner’s watchtower, forcing a man inside to flee under a hail of stones.

Some of the palm trees on the garden also caught fire, but firemen put out the blaze before it could spread and police dispersed the youths. There were no arrests or injuries.

Mr Al Maskati said that in addition to the lack of venue in Malkiya, some villagers didn’t want the workshop to be held there. He said that not all youth were convinced with peaceful methods to resolve issues, but that the society will continue to promote non-violence.

Around 200 people, aged between 18 and 34, will initially benefit from the year-long scheme, but organisers hope to eventually reach 1,000.

The third phase, due to start next year, will involve Canvas representatives visiting Bahrain to pass on their expertise to local trainers.

http://byshr.org/?p=60
