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Say it with flowers
Youth to be trained to stage peaceful demonstrations
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Staff Reporter

Think of a rally and the immediate picture that comes to mind is of burning tyres and hurling of Molotov cocktails. But if the efforts of a new centre established by the Bahrain Youth Society for Human Rights (BYSHR) bear fruit, the protesters would say it with [image: image1.jpg]


flowers.
The centre is the first of its kind in the Middle East under the theme, “Youth against violence”  that will work to reduce violence in demonstration . 
“We have noticed in the past, that sometimes rallies take an ugly turn and gets violent. Protesters clash with the police and get injured and arrested. The centre established by the society will train youths from villages and cities to teach them different strategies,” said the President of BYSHR, Mohammed Al Maskati.
The society has tied up with Centre for Applied Non-violent Action and Strategies (Canvas) in Serbia which will send trainers to Bahrain for the programme. “Initially, there will be three trainers from the society who will tour villages and cities and train them. All the three have been trained in non-violent strategies,” said Maskati.
When asked about the strategies that will be applied in Bahrain by the centre, Maskati said, “In Serbia, before a rally starts, protestors give flowers to the riot police. We intend to do this in Bahrain along with another strategy according to which key persons or political leaders will have to play a key role to pacify the angry youth. In the current scenario, the youth are encouraged when a key person attends any rally. There are about 50 strategies that will be discussed during the workshops. The organisers will also be given a crash course on how to deal with the authorities,” said Maskati.
The society will be touring in areas - Sanabis, Damnistan, Bilad Al Qadeem, Bani Jamra, Muharraq, Sitra and  Manama. “Our volunteers are preparing presentations and paper work for the training. The first workshop will be held this Saturday in Bani Jamra. We want to spread the message of non-violence and at the same time make their voices heard. Our prime target is the youth in the villages,” said Maskati.
The media has reported in the past couple of months of rallies being turned violent. Recently the demonstration which was reported was of Malkhiya village. There have also been cases where security personnel were injured during protests.  
Maskati added, “These issue needs to be dealt in a professional way rather than violent way. In most rallies, there is one individual who resorts to violence while others follow him. The workshop will continue till the end of the year and we are confident that there will be a positive response ensuring peaceful protests in the Kingdom,” he said.
