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BURMA UPDATE 208
26 SEPTEMBER 2007

THE NINTH DAY OF SAFFRON REVOLUTION

Saffron Revolution: The Killing Begins

On September 26™, the military junta committed the highest act of sacrilege by killing at least two monks
(Student Monks Union claimed 5 in their verbal statement received by PDC while other sources estimated
7) at the most holiest site of Buddhism in Burma, Shwedagon Pagoda.

Rangoon
Despite junta's order not to assemble more than five persons and a night-time curfew in addition to

blocking the exits of some monasteries, about 30,000 monks and about 300,000 people took to the streets.
The authorities closed off major pagodas which are becoming the rallying points of protesters. When the
monks and nuns tried to enter these holy sites, riot police and soldiers beat them with truncheons, kicked
the monks or nuns who fell down and roughly dragged them away onto trucks to prison. The religious
flag was also trampled upon. Hundreds of monks and more numbers of laypersons and students were
thrown into prison today. Tear gas bombs were thrown and a few rounds of gunfire were shot at the
protesters. Chief sites of junta violence were at Shwedagon Pagoda, Sule Pagoda, Sanchaung, Ahlone and
Shwegontaing. Unconfirmed reports say that as many as seven monks and four laypersons were killed, 17
monks and four laypersons injured. While tear-gassing and beating, monks keep on with chanting Metta
radiation prayers. In Sanchaung, monks were rescued from riot-police arrest by ward residents who
battled and drove them out. In anger, protesters at Shwegontaing also burned down four government-
owned cars and five motorbikes owned by intelligence.

In very early morning, junta security detained well-known comedian and one of coordinators of protest
Zaganar and many other activists.

Mandalay Division

In spite of the junta order not to assemble more than 5 persons, and blockage of monateries, about 10,000
monks continued demonstrations at 1:00 PM in Mandalay. More than 100,000 people joined them.
Although tear gas was thrown at and warning shots fired, demonstrators kept the momentum.

Yesterday night, Mandalay NLD leaders, MPs and comedian Parparlay were detained.

In Kyaukbataung, 1500 monks, 200 nuns and 30,000 people demonstrated.

In Myingyan, 3000 monks and over 10,000 people demonstrated. (Twenty police men also participated in
yesterday's demonstrations.)

Magwe Division
In Pakokku, more than 2000 monks demonstrated joined by at least 100,000 people.

Sagaing Division
About 700 monks and 40,000 people demonstrated in Mon-ywa.

Arakan State
More than 4000 monks and 20,000 laypeople demonstrated in Akyab (Sittwe).

Kachin State

In very early morning, SPDC troops surrounded monasteries in Myitkyina and Bhamo and respectively
took 132 monks and 108 monks into custody. Some of them were also beaten. Some of the NLD leaders
and members were also arrested.
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