"The peaceful and democratic" transition is over
The Scenarios for Rupture
Chávez' dilemma is this: He can turn the revolution's cards and eliminate of the enemy, provoking a middle-term continental and worldwide reaction. Or, else, he can extend the agony of formal democracy to continue enjoying the advantages of his position as legitimate head of state. So far, Chávez has chosen the second option
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After five years of government, Hugo Chávez has formally declared the beginning of the revolution. This means that he has marked the "peaceful and democratic" transition as finished, although it is still in agony. Remembering Gramsci, Chávez defined the moment of the "historic rupture" (Douglas Bravo-PRV) as the death of the old, representative democracy together with the birth of the new, participative democracy or new socialism (Heinz Dietrich). 

The new stage, which points to the consolidation of the revolution, opens scenarios in a different conceptual context -the final confrontation of systems that still coexist. This results from the need of the revolution to gain time in the international front to develop the strategy of continental emancipation through the Bolivarian Congress of the Peoples (the International Bolivarian), whose crucial year in the struggle with the United States is 2004.
 
The Chávez strategy

In 1996, Chávez still believed that abstention, together with a discourse calling for a civil-military insurrection, would lead to a military revolt if the necessary conditions (the failure of the traditional parties, social unease, weakness of the representative democracy, and others) were ripe in the tactic time. However, in 1997, he came to the conclusion that the insurrectional military structure was too deteriorated as a consequence of the defeats of February 4 and November 27, 1992, failed coup d'etats. He also understood that he could benefit from the weaknesses of the political-electoral system to ascend to power and install the revolutionary power from the Miraflores Presidential Palace. The result was the extraordinary assembly of the Revolutionary Bolivarian Movement 200 (MBR-200) in Valencia, on April 19, 1997, where the MBR-200 decided to take part in the presidential election of 1998 as a "tactic window" toward power. In July of that year, the Fifth Republic Movement (MVR) came to life.

Chávez took power by the votes, but he warned that there might be a popular uprising if he was denied the victory. This threat of confrontation led the old parties, which controlled the Supreme Electoral Council, to concede that Chávez had won. By then, President Rafael Caldera had already stopped uneasy movements in the High Command.

Once sworn in as president, Chávez agreed with Luis Miquilena on the "peaceful and democratic" stage, during which the revolution would take control of the institutions, in a strange sort of revolutionary "Fujimorism." He concentrated power within the limits of formal or representative democracy as a previous step to the revolutionary civil-military State.

A veteran politician, Miquilena was responsible for the transition. That is, he had the task of building the democratic showcase that would be shown to the country and the international community while the project was transformed into process. Chávez took from late Norberto Ceresole the real formula of power (leader-army-people) and the certainty that the revolutionary process had to be international. Power centers were necessary to create a pluripolarity that could fight the unipolarity of the United States.

The historic rupture, which would be end of the transition, was scheduled for 2002. However, the firm mobilization of the opposition, basically of the middle class, changed the route of rupture to the path of confrontation, which finally occurred on April 11, 12 and 13, 2002. The rebellion, with a high number of killed and injured people in events that have never been clarified, united the civilian and military dissidents and forced the president to step out. However, the complex military reality, which Chávez really discovered after his ousting and immediate return to Miraflores, and the opposition's persisting activity in the streets, postponed the consolidation of the revolution for the year 2003.

In the interim, Chávez cleaned the house in the Armed Forces and definitely strengthened the civilian-military- armed concept. He resisted the street mobilizations, the general strike and the oil stoppage. He also allowed the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Carter Center to take up a role of facilitators around a table that the opposition named "of negotiation and agreements" and the government called "of dialogue." As a result, the opposition accepted a constitutional solution to the crisis -a recall election, disqualifying the initiative of a consulting referendum.

Once he attained the tactic objective of pausing the opposition's street drive, Chávez found another strategic goal: To take the control of autonomous state oil firm Petróleos de Venezuela, which meant the merciless dismantling of its merit-based structure.

With the opposition paying all its attention to the presidential referendum, Chávez could comfortably develop his international project, strengthening ties with Cuba and piecing together the puzzle of the continental revolution with various social and political movements in Latin America. The Bolivarian Congress of the Peoples was created in November 2003. Organizations of 20 countries of the Americas are represented in secretariat of the organization, including Piqueteros of Argentina, Landless Movement of Brazil, MAS of Bolivia, Pachakutik of Ecuador, Frente Farabundo Martí of El Salvador, the Communist Party of Cuba and the Bolivarian Circles of Venezuela. The initial plan, approved in Caracas in December 2003, includes fighting against the Colombia Plan, the FTAA, the Puebla-Panama Plan and the embargo on Cuba.

With the national and international platform installed for the revolution, Chávez decided to realize the delayed rupture. On Sunday, February 29, 2004, he broke up politically with the United States and the OAS, based on the principle of the struggle against imperialism and the self-determination of all peoples.

Now, Chávez' dilemma is this: He can turn the revolution's cards and eliminate of the enemy, which ranges from the center of the middle class to some sectors of the popular periphery, provoking a middle-term continental and worldwide reaction - the invasion hypothesis. Or, else, he can extend the agony of formal democracy to continue enjoying the advantages of his position as legitimate head of state. Until the moment when this article is being published, Chávez has chosen the second option.
 
The tactics of the opposition

Chávez' opponents have implemented two tactics to oust him from power. One has been implemented by the Democratic Coordinator, with the support of the media and activated by the political parties and non-governmental organizations. The other one has been developed by organized sectors, such as the Democratic Block, the citizens assemblies, another group of NGOs and a majority of the independent civilian population. The Democratic Coordinator has since day one favored the "constitutional, peaceful, democratic and electoral" solution, while the Democratic Block has always defended Chávez' immediate ousting through a civilian-military movement. The numerous neighbor's associations and the independent civilians recently assumed a new variety of protest against Chávez, seizing many neighborhoods, avenues and streets in the whole country, especially those where the middle class lives.

The so-called Guarimba - a sort of protest with localized harassment to the repressive forces - seeks a prompt ending by provoking a military fracture. This option faces the reality of an already installed civilian-military revolutionary process.

The Democratic Coordinator will walk the path it set from the very beginning, with the remote hope that Chávez one day negotiates the recall and his complex revolutionary process or the OAS applies the Democratic Charter. Its disadvantage is that accepting the decisions of the CNE means to legitimate the Electoral Power, and this facilitates Chávez' international defense. Some members of the Democratic Coordinator want to extend the current political situation until August, when state and municipal elections will be held, or until the 2005 legislative vote, or even the 2006 elections for president. It is a game between the cat and the mouse, with the mouse hoping that an eagle surprisingly appears and eats up the cat.

The two sectors of the opposition include groups that demand for resistance, a concept that implies a middle- and long-term strategy, a combination of underground activity and public life, legitimate leadership, political management and unified direction, apart from an organization that is aware that it must face a challenge without a foreseeable end in time.

The sword of Damocles of the international intervention hangs on any of these scenarios. The Colombia-Andean Plan is under development now, and the Powell Doctrine of Definite Intervention could be applied, if the United States uses the arguments of global war.
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