Maldives opposition united in demanding transitional government, seeks support from friendly countries 
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The National Unity Alliance of the Maldives, a partnership of five major political groupings on 11 December 2007 informed diplomats of friendly countries of their demand for a transitional government to oversee presidential and parliamentary elections scheduled for 2008. 

At a Press Conference held at the Hilton in Colombo, Maldivian political leaders told diplomats and reporters that there was no possibility of free and fair elections if the government continued to be headed by President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, and in the absence of a transitional or caretaker government. 

Introducing the NUA, Dr. Ahmed Shaheed, spokesperson for the alliance and a founder member of the New Maldives Movement, said the opposition had to unite to "ensure a smooth transition to democracy and to ensure free and fair elections". 

The National Unity Alliance includes the Adhaalath Party, Islamic Democratic Party, Maldivian Social Liberal Party, New Maldives Movement, and the Maldivian Democratic Party. A number of NGOs are also signatories to this alliance. 

A paper outlining transitional arrangements, for implementing the new Constitution and the establishment of a national unity government were distributed to the attendees. 

Political leaders also noted the the importance of making the Elections Commission, the Judiciary, the Civil Service Commission, the Police Integrity Commission, the Anti-Corruption Board, State Media, and the State Prosecutor General, independent, for the holding of free and fair elections." 

The establishment of a transitional government would be a major step forward for the Maldives because no election in the country so far had been free and fair, political leaders told the gathering. 

The Peoples Special Majlis (Constitutional Assembly), which had been drafting a new Constitution the past three years, was suspended for a month on 10 December 2007 by President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, when there were only two chapters left to be completed. "This leads us to wonder whether a new Constitution would actually be proclaimed under Mr. Gayoom's rule", Mohamed Nasheed, Chairperson of the Maldivian Democratic Party remarked. 

The European Union (EU) had called for fair elections in September this year. Other governments also should also manifest their support, Dr. Shaheed said. 

The young, including children in the age group 7 to 14 years, were into drugs; the crime rate had been galloping and prisons were overflowing, pointed out the leaders of the Adhaalath (Justice) Party and Islamic Democratic Party (IDP). 

"If Gayoom continues for another term, the Maldives would be a failed state", Umar Naseer, president of the IDP said. "Gayoom has been president for six five-year terms and is aiming at a seventh term. But 98 percent of the people presently do not want him," Naseer said. 

Responding to a query, Sheikh Hussain Rasheed Hassan, President of the Adhaalath Party said that his party condemned violent and criminal acts committed around the world by people claiming to be Muslims. "Our Party believes that such acts are un-Islamic", Sheikh Hussain said. He also noted that his party was just the same as other opposition parties in endorsing separation of powers, the prevalence of justice and the establishment of democratic institutions. 

Speaking at the press conference, Dr. Mohamed Munavvar, Presidsent of the Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) said that if free and fair elections were not held under a neutral regime, the Maldives would be in for a serious crisis in which the people might suffer. "The country is already in a crisis," he asserted. 

Other notes: The Press Conference held by the National Unity Alliance of the Maldives was well attended by diplomats and the media. 16 Representatives from 10 countries and correspondents / reporters from 11 major new organizations in Sri Lanka, including the BBC, the Sri Lankan Daily News, the Sunday Times, ETV and Indo-Asian news Service attended the session.
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