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AUSTRIAN DOCTORS SAY 
UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 
VIKTOR YUSHCHENKO 
POISONED WITH DIOXIN

"There is no doubt about the fact that Mr. Yushchenko's disease has been caused by a case of poisoning by dioxin," said Michael Zimpfer director of Vienna's Rudolfinerhaus clinic during the press-conference carried out on Saturday.

According to Zimpfer the tests, carried out by the specialists of the clinic over the past 24 hours have provided a conclusive evidence of the poisoning. His clinic was the place where Yushchenko was transported by his party leaders after the sudden strike of illness during the during the presidential elections campaign.

The illness that left deep scarves on Yushchenko’s face and led to diction problems as well as three weeks of absence during the hottest period of electoral campaign became a reason for opposition to accuse those in power in an attempt to poison their leader. Pro-government media accused Yushchenko that he was lying about his poisoning because
of the lack of hard evidence on the fact. Nevertheless, Yushchenko absence as well as his disfigured face and temporary diction problems served as a good evidence.

Michael Zimpfer noted that the doctors of the clinic were trying to give an answer “with a a great caution” to a question of whether Yushchenko was poisoned. He also added that his illness was not lethal, but if the measures were not taken in time, everything “could end up tragically”.

According to Zimpfer, the scarves on Yushchenko’s face point to the fact that some 2 or even 3 years may pass before he gets well finally. The doctors of Rudolfinerhaus characterize Yuschchenko’s condition as “a good one”. Yushchenko himself was also optimistic about his health during his last pres-conference.

Kateryna Yushchenko, the wife of Ukraine’s opposition leader says that her husband still receives death threats. She considers that they come from people, who consider the changes that Yushchenko wants to bring about in Ukraine a threat for their existence. Head of Yushchenko’s security Eugenij Chervonenko have claimed in Vienna that the life of Viktor Yushchenko “Is still under threat” and he does not exclude the
repeated attempt to kill him.

BELORUSSIAN OPPOSITION SUPPORTS UKRAINIAN COUNTERPARTS

On Friday united Belorussian opposition has carried out a protest action at the Octyabrskaja square in Minsk – Belorussian capital. A square named to commemorate the Bolshevik revolution have witnessed the mass action of protest against opposition leaders kidnapping in Belarus. The protesters organized “a chain of not-indifferent people”.

The people have come out to protest after the appeal of “Molodoj Front” (Young Front) organization. Young oppositioners were carrying slogans “Ukraine - today, Belarus - tomorrow”, “Belarus is with you”, chanting “If independent Ukraine lives than independent Belarus lives also”.

The support from Belorussian opposition to their Ukrainian colleagues have become apparent during the first days of “Orange revolution” in Ukraine when several flags of Belarussian opposition. According to unconfirmed reports from 6 up to 100 members of Belorussian opposition movements have participated in “Orange Revolution” in Kyiv. The leaders of these organizations ere also present in Kyiv during opposition protest rally that mobilized millions of people in Ukraine to protest agains massive election fraud.

The protesters demanded from the state organs of Belarus to make public the truth about people who disappeared. Another demand was addressed to Belarussian president Aleksandr Lukashenko “to stop supporting Ukrainian gangsters rushing to power”.

According to “Molodoj Front” activists the organization intends to carry out protest action to support “the true president of Ukraine Viktor Yushchenko till the final victory of democracy in Ukraine”.

YUSHCHENKO PRESENTS HIS VISION OF UKRAINE’S ACCESSION TO EU

Ukrainian opposition leader Viktor Yushchenko presented his own view on country’s European future, calling on EU to change its attitudes towards Ukraine. According to Yushchenko, the milestones for Ukraine’s integration into EU are getting the status of a country with market economy, becoming a member of WTO after that – becoming an associated member of EU, followed by full accession.

“Ukraine is waiting for concrete steps as an answer to democratic and political process that are underway here [in Ukraine]. We wait for the analogical steps from the European Union as well. During these 17 days we have shown that this is already another country, other people”, said Yushchenko on Friday.

Ukrainian newswire of Deutsche Welle radio station cites the representative f the European People’s party in the European Parliament who said that leaders of ten European conservative governments have invited Yushchenko to the Brussels meeting before the EU summit scheduled on December 17th. According to Deutsche Welle the policy towards Ukraine is going to be one of the key questions in the summit’s
agenda.

Earlier in December in an article that was published in “The Wall Street Journal” Ukrainian opposition leader expressed his confidence that Ukrainian society is ready to integrate into EU.

European People’s Party with its 268 members of the European Parliament forms is its biggest fraction. The party comprises 69 right-centrist parties from different countries. 10 prime ministers of the EU countries, such as Austria, France, Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal as well as European Comission president Jose Manuel Durao Borrosso are
members of European People’s Party.

YUSHCHENKO SPEAKS OPTIMISTICALLY ABOUT HIS PRESIDENCY AFTER DECEMBER 26TH
"I expect that [my election campaign] will win, by modest estimations, 60% of the vote in the next round of the election," said opposition leader and Presidential candidate Viktor Yushchenko in a 10 December press conference. Yushchenko was clearly in an optimistic mood; a widely-cited exit poll by the Kiev International Institute for Sociology
and the Razumkov Center in the last round of the election put Yushchenko ahead 54% to 43% over Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, a new poll by the center on the 25th to 29th of last month put Yushchenko up 53% to 38% with 5% undecided. The opposition leader's optimism probably stemmed from the events of the last few days, when Parliament passed a political reform package Yushchenko considers a victory, and when he called for protesters to finally take down the barricades and assist him as he campaigns for the new election round on December 26. The removal of the barricades ended a two-week siege of government buildings over fraud in the second round of the Ukrainian election.

Despite the major part of the revolutionaries headed home to campaign for the leader of the orange, near 1,5 thousand of them are still living in the tent campus in the very middle of the Kyiv’s central street – Khreshchatyk. Another group of protesters still resides in Ukrainian Home, a former Lenin Museum which was a center of support to opposition supporters, who came from regions. Apparently, all this people as well
as protesters drumming in front of the government building have left in Kyiv to remind government and President what happens when those in power resort to cheating and election fraud.

Initial questions at the press conference concerned the constitutional reform bill that was part of the the political reform package. One reporter asked about division within the opposition over this package, especially the strong negative reaction from opposition number two, Julia Tymoshenko. "We need to first focus on our priorities," Yushchenko
replied, "Priority number one is the 26th of December, everything else is secondary." He also repeated the words spoken by Opposition MP Roman Zvarych a day earlier: this was a compromise, but the controversial  constitutional reform bill reducing presidential powers has changed a great deal since it was first suggested in November. He expected to be able to conduct reforms before its limitations came into effect.Yushchenko also brushed aside a question about who will be appointed in place of those dismissed as part of the reforms, saying, "the names of government members before the 26th do not greatly concern us. They're Kuchma's problem.

When asked why he himself had not voted for this constitutional reform bill, he explained that, "I voted for the package. I didn't like how some groups in the Parliament voted for one part of the package, and others for another part."
 
The opposition leader's health was a reoccurring topic. Yushchenko contracted an illness in September, that left him physically scarred and which he attributes to poison. He said only that he was "in good physical shape," and that the opposition must wait for the official word from his Austrian doctors. He did leave his listeners with a provocative
hint, though, saying that there is "some information that we have that should go to the Parliamentary Commission, but we must wait for the results in an official format."

Yushchenko was asked to comment on rumors that USAID had been the major source of money behind the opposition protests. "I'm sick and tired of these legends!" he exclaimed, in an uncharacteristic display of frustration, "Who financed the protesters? The Ukrainian people. Ukrainian citizens. They were the ones who gave to the protesters,
sometimes opening up their houses for them. Up until yesterday, there were twelve private hospitals with the protesters in the tents. There were fifteen restaurants who were giving away food to the protesters, whom we haven't even been able to thank yet."

A Financial Times reporter asked, "Assuming you win this election, do you expect any negative response from Russia to your presidency, such as sanctions or oil embargoes, considering the current troubled relationship Ukraine has with the country?" Yushchenko responded by saying that, "I will do everything I can to keep the situation from
becoming worse, from a Ukrainian perspective." Furthermore, "For relations between us to be better developed, Ukraine must develop democratically... The half-private development on our side of the situation hampers this relationship."

About secessionist and pro-Russian statements in the eastern part of Ukraine, Yushchenko said, "separatism is not a common feature of the Ukrainian nation...In time, the people in the east will learn that I am from the eastern part of Ukraine... that I am for more economic ties with Russian, and that my wife is Ukrainian." He elaborated more on this topic when asked about claims, made by the Russian Speaker of the Duma, that Ukraine will fall apart if Yushchenko is elected. "My candidacy was supported by 17 oblasts in the last election," he began. He gave the historical comparison of the first Ukrainian presidential vote after independence in 1991, "the winning candidate was elected in 15 regions and there was no split. Again in the last presidential election the
candidate won in 15 regions -- no split. But this is not the end of the story, because I expect to win perhaps 19-20 regions next time."


The opposition leader finished with a summary of the current east-west problems in Ukraine by saying, "There is no natural reason for Ukraine to split. There are no lines between east and west, between languages, between religions, or between affiliations."

NATO AND RUSSIA AGREE ON NON-INTERFERENCE INTO UKRAINE’S INTERNAL AFFAIRS

Russian and Nato officials have called on ensuring the fair and free election process in Ukraine. The joint declaration was signed on Thursday during the session of “Russia-NATO Council”.

“We call on all the parties to keep on avoiding usage or inciting the violence to refrain from voter bullying and work on providing free and fair electoral process that reflects the will of Ukrainian people”.

The signatory parties has also expresed their support to independence, sovereignity, territorial integrity and democracy in Ukraine.Such a stetement was issued after heavy words that Russian and NATO diplomats have exchanged recent days, accusing each other of interference with Ukraine’s internal affairs.

Earlier on Thursday NATO’s Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer has claimed that Moscow does not have a monopoly on interest in Ukrainian affairs. Scheffer stated that he understands that Ukraine is an important neghbourg for Russia. He have underlined that Ukraine is an important neighbourg for NATO and EuropeanUnion as well.
 
Scheffer have also disproved the data that NATO have cancelled the meting with Ukrainian officials in the framework of “Ukraine-NATO Council”. Reports on NATO’s reluctancy to meet with Ukrainian officials have appeared in Ukrainian media recently.

NATO’s Secretary General have stressed that the meeting was not cancelled but postponed. He remarked that this is not a good time to arrange a meeting on the foreign affairs ministers level. Scheffer have also noted that this was the decision by NATO council.
