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Problem With A Dictator?

Updated: 15:20, Tuesday February 13, 2007 

You could be young, either a student or unemployed, or you could be middle-aged and employed, but you all share the same problem - your country is run by a dictator. What can you do and where can you turn for help?, writes Sky News' Jaksa Scekic. 
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Resistance movement Optor helped oust Milosevic

From now on it shouldn't be a problem. Everything you need to know is in a book called How To Organise Non-Violent Struggle - 50 Crucial Points. 

The book was written by three men who had first-hand experience from the struggles in Serbia and Georgia, and lessons learned in other countries such as Ukraine, Belarus, Zimbabwe. 

In Serbia they were members of Otpor - a resistance movement which was one of the most powerful organisations in removing Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosevic from power. 

In the aftermath of Nato airstrikes against Yugoslavia and the Kosovo War, Otpor started a political campaign against Milosevic. 

This resulted in nationwide police repression against Otpor activists, of which 2,000 were arrested and some of them beaten. 

[image: image3.jpg]



The Belgrade uprising in 2000

During the presidential campaign in September 2000, Otpor launched its 'Gotov je' (He's finished) campaign that galvanised Serbian discontent with Milosevic and eventually resulted in his defeat. 

Some students who led Otpor (Resistance) used Serb translations of Gene Sharp's writings on non-violent action as a theoretical basis for their campaign. 

The book is written in a very simple language, full of practical examples of how to build a strategy from actions to campaigns. 

One piece of advice is to raise money early and regularly so you have enough resources for your actions and operations. Actions include printing posters and paying lawyers. Operations include planning symbolic public actions successfully, like demonstrations. 
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Milosevic died during his war crimes trial at the Hague

How do you fight curfews? Simply defy them by gathering in large groups. Whenever there are large groups of people it's much harder for the police to interevene. 

On October 5, 2000 in Belgrade more than half a million people gathered in front of the federal parliament, but police refused to intervene. It resulted in Milosevic being removed from power. 

The book also focuses on how to overcome the powerful influence of fear and to minimise the effectiveness of repressive mechanisms, including contaminants, surveillance and police repression. 

Never focus on intentions, focus on capabilities, and never underestimate your dictator. 

Top tip: each individual government is based on very crucial pillars. So if you want to fight your dictator, you just have to find a strategy that weakens those pillars. And the most important pillars are the police, army and media. 

But what if a small mistake ruins your plans? Take up arms and fight.


